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There’s a question that 
all of us addicted to Donald 
Trump’s reality freak show 
ask ourselves: When is this 
nightmare going to end? 

When will the Trump presi-
dency explode, implode or oth-
erwise slither down into the 
morass from which it came?

or course, no one knows. 
It could happen in any 
number of ways.

Special counsel robert 
mueller’s investigation into pos-
sible russian involvement in 
the u.S. election includes an 
examination of Trump’s busi-
ness dealings. mueller may find 
criminal activity, collusion or 
obstruction of justice on the part 
of the president. The Senate, 
the House of representatives 
and the fBI all have simi-
lar investigations underway.

If any of this probing leads 
to Trump being charged with 
“high crimes and misdemean-
ours” — the constitutional test 
for impeachment — the House 
of representatives, buoyed by 
Trump’s falling popularity, would 
likely proceed to impeach. Trump 
could double-down and defend 
himself in the trail that would fol-
low in the Senate. more likely he 
would resign on condition that 
incoming president, michael 
richard Pence, pardons him.

Whatever scenario leads 
to Trump’s demise, his suc-
cessor would be Pence. 

for America, and the rest 
of the world, this would be a 
demoralizing drop down from 
the frying pan into the fire.

richard Patterson writes in 
the Boston Globe, “on the evi-
dence of a lifetime, America’s vice-
president is not a complex man. 
Instead he is three extremely 
simple things: an incompetent 
ideologue, an obsequious toady 
and a self-serving schemer.” 

Patterson goes on to chroni-
cle Pence’s mediocre perform-
ance in Congress and later 
as governor of Indiana.

Pence was plucked from politi-
cal obscurity and his choice as 
Trump’s running mate surprised 
many observers. But in hindsight 
Pence has many of the character-
istics that Trump needed. He’s a 
right-wing evangelical Christian, 
a climate change denier, a true-
believer republican and some-
one willing to stand smiling 
and supportive behind can-
didate Trump as he spewed 
lies and moral obscenities.

When, during the campaign, 

Trump boasted about grabbing 
women by their genitals, Pence 
said, “They’ll say this time they’ve 
got him,” but “Donald Trump is 
still standing, stronger than ever.” 

This, from a pretentious 
Christian who calls his wife 
“mother” and refuses to be 
left alone in a room with 
another woman. Creepy.

To be fair, the role of vice-
president is difficult enough 
without the burden of serv-
ing under an unpopular presi-
dent. Pence is expected to be a 
loyal member of Trump’s team, 
and work to advance the pres-
ident’s agenda. But he’s also 
expected to maintain an effec-
tive working relationship with 
congressional republicans, 
who are increasingly repulsed 
by Trump’s behaviour.

As Trump’s popularity declines, 
Pence is still seen, but seldom 
heard. He appears to be quietly 
advancing his own agenda by 
launching a Pence political action 
committee and cultivating his 
image as a stabilizing force in the 

administration. A long-stand-
ing GoP soldier, Pence advances 
himself as the solid, conserva-
tive counterweight to Trump’s 
unpredictable, roaming ideology.

But when Trump expresses 
even the slightest displeasure 
with Pence, he quickly assumes 
the role of grovelling puppet, 
willing to pander to the whims 
of a psychopathic president. 
Pence’s talent at scheming is leg-
endary. But all this makes it dif-
ficult for Pence to avoid being 
tarnished forever by his asso-
ciation with Trump if he tries to 
run for president in the future.

The vice-president is the best 
friend republicans have in this 
administration. for many of them, 
Pence is an acceptable president-
in-waiting. This makes Trump’s 
impeachment even more likely.

richard Nixon had an unpop-
ular vice-president in Spiro 
Agnew. for a time it helped to 
shield Nixon from impeach-
ment. Nobody wanted Agnew to 
assume the presidency. When 
Agnew resigned and was replaced 

by the “decent but dumb” 
Gerald ford, Nixon’s shield was 
gone and the House began pro-
ceedings to impeach him.

The jury is out when it comes 
to Pence as president.

Bill Whalen, a research fellow 
at the Hoover Institution, warns 
to be careful what you wish for. 
“What if you have a president 
who’s not up at four o’clock in the 
morning tweeting, a president 
that isn’t temperamental, a presi-
dent who knows how to govern 
. . . you might have created your 
worse problem because that might 
end up being a very (socially con-
servative) productive president.”

Cliston Brown, a column-
ist at the observer, the online 
American publication, paints an 
equally pessimistic picture of 
Pence as president. “While Pence 
clearly has more self-control 
and self-awareness than Trump, 
that’s exactly what makes him 
more dangerous. He has all the 
same goals and ideas as Trump 
— and as an added bonus a reli-
gious right agenda that’s even 
worse — and a much better 
chance of implementing them.” 

With the republicans control-
ling the House, the Senate, the 
Supreme Court and the execu-
tive branch, Pence could cement 
the GoP hold on power for years 
to come. Even so, given a choice, 
the Democrats probably prefer 
a mentally stable, far-right reli-
gious ideologue to a self-serving, 
unpredictable, narcissist with 
easy access to the nuclear codes.

Congress is faced with 
a morton’s fork: a choice 
between two equally repulsive 
alternatives — both unquali-
fied for the leadership of the 
free world. God help us all.
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Pence: the probable president-in-waiting
mike Pence may not be 
Donald Trump, but he’s 
obsequious, scheming 
and tainted
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