
President-elect Donald Trump 
has all the characteristics of a 
narcissistic personality: fragile 
self esteem, inflated sense of self, 
lack of empathy for others, deep 
need for admiration.

This is a lifelong condition. It’s 
not going away simply because 
he’s won the White House. If 
anything, this provides him a 
much larger canvas to expose his 
hubris-driven personality. Trump 
will continue to be guided by 
whatever suits him at the 
moment, feeds his ego and 
supports the geopolitical reality 
show he’s created and stars in.

And if you’re looking for hard 
evidence, just look at Trump’s 
continuing addiction to Twitter. 
He uses it to stoke his base and 
react to every slight, real or 
perceived. No previous president-
elect has indulged in this kind of 
personal, petty, daily media 
harangue.

He’s walking into a minefield of 
possible conflicts, epic 
embarrassments and illegalities. 
This may be wishful thinking, but 
there’s reason to think Trump 
may face the threat of 
impeachment during this term.

“Here’s what’s going to happen,” 
liberal documentary filmmaker 
Michael Moore said on the 
MSNBC’s Morning Joe Show in 
mid-November. “This is why 
we’re not going to have to suffer 
through four years of Donald J. 

Trump: because he has no 
ideology except the ideology of 
Donald J. Trump. And when you 
have a narcissist like that, . . . he 
will, maybe unintentionally, break 
laws.” 

Moore was among the few who 
predicted Trump would win.

American University professor 
Allen Lichtman was another. He’s 
also saying Congress will likely 
impeach President Trump and 
remove him from office before the 
end of his first term.

Lichtman argues the 
Republican Party does not want 
Trump as president because they 
can’t control him. Trump is too 
unpredictable and has a long 
history of “playing fast and loose 
with the law.” The party would 
prefer incoming vice-president 
Mike Pence, “a down-the-line 
controllable Republican” with the 
governing experience that Trump 
lacks.

While Lichtman has predicted 
every presidential election since 
1984 with only one exception, he 
acknowledges a Trump 

impeachment is just a hunch and 
depends on Trump committing a 
criminal act.

Two top law professors 
maintain Trump could be 
impeached the moment he takes 
office over a sales pitch made to 
foreign dignitaries at his opulent 
new hotel in Washington a couple 
of weeks after the election. 
Several of the dignitaries 
admitted they would be tempted 
to stay in the hotel in the future to 
curry favour with Trump. This 
left the appearance of the 
president-elect soliciting 
business from agents of foreign 
governments — an impeachment 
no-no.

So too was his meeting with a 
delegation of Brexit activists 
when he urged them to oppose 
wind farms that would spoil the 
view from his Scottish golf course. 
As was Trump’s meeting with his 
Indian business partners. And 
there’s the announcement by the 
Philippines government 
appointing Trump’s business 
partner in Manila to be their 

ambassador in Washington.
But his inner cycle must be 

getting through to Trump about 
the real threat this behaviour has 
to his coming presidency.

As evidence, look to three 
Trump University court cases 
against him scheduled to be heard 
in January. Collectively they 
accused him of fraud, false 
advertising and racketeering. If 
proven in court, these criminal 
activities would have been a basis 
for impeachment. Trump rarely 
settles lawsuits. He prefers to out-
lawyer and outlast. But in this 
case, he settled without admission 
of guilt for a reported $25 million.

There’s never been a president 
with such extensive global 
business interests. As more 
potential conflicts of interest 
emerge, Trump is being pressed 
to sell his business empire or put 
it in a blind trust. He’s been 
reluctant to do that, saying he will 
turn management over to his 
children.

Pressed further, he now says “I 
will be leaving my business in 

total” and focus on running the 
country. On Thursday, with his 
children in tow, Trump plans to 
announce how he will accomplish 
this. 

But turning over the operation 
of his businesses to his children 
won’t go far enough to remove 
conflicts of interest. He needs to 
remove himself from a direct 
ownership role.

The U.S. Constitution provides 
that the president “shall be 
removed from office on 
impeachment for, and conviction 
of, treason, bribery, or other high 
crimes and misdemeanours.” The 
House of Representatives has to 
vote to impeach. After that, the 
Senate conducts the trial.

Only two presidents have 
suffered the disgrace of 
impeachment: Andrew Jackson 
and Bill Clinton. Neither was 
convicted. Richard Nixon 
resigned before he could be 
impeached.

For the House to consider 
action, Trump would first have to 
fall out of favour with the 
American people and GOP 
lawmakers. There must be 
overwhelming political will to 
impeach. Second, Trump would 
have to commit a “high crime or 
misdemeanour” — likely a 
criminal act or corruption of 
some kind.

The president-elect has been 
skirting the law for years in 
business. He will be tempted to 
use the same modus operandi 
with the levers of government.

If he is impeached and 
convicted, which given history is 
unlikely, America would be left 
with President Pence. I’m not 
sure that’s a much better result 
for our neighbours or the world.

R. Michael Warren is a former 
corporate director, Ontario dep-
uty minister, TTC chief general 
manager and Canada Post CEO. 
r.michael.warren@gmail.com 

Is impeachment in Trump’s future?
The president-elect’s 
narcissism suggests he 
will have trouble staying 
within the legal bounds 
of his office
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President-elect Donald Trump’s continued ties to his business empire have some talking about impeachment already.
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