
L 
ate night comedians and 
Democratic presidential 

hopeful Hillary Clinton must be 
praying that Donald Trump wins 
the Republican nomination for 
the 2016 presidential race. 

It’s more likely Trump will 
shame his way out of contention, 
but in the meantime he has taken 
the level of political discourse in 
the United States to an all-time 
low.

Trump says he doesn’t have 
time for political correctness. 
That’s an understatement. He 
seems to appeal to a segment of 
Americans who feel that main-
stream politicians don’t speak 
openly and frankly about their 
inner frustrations, biases and 
prejudices.

When Trump says “The 
American dream is dead, but I’m 
going to make it bigger, better and 
stronger than ever,” his supporters 
see a hugely successful business-
man, a straight talker, and some-
one who will reassert the United 
States on the world stage.

Whatever his appeal, the bil-
lionaire real estate mogul, who 
likes to fire guests on his TV show, 
has a commanding lead over the 
multitude of other rivals. Two 
months into the contest Trump 
has sucked the air out of the race 
with his controversial utterings. 
His bombastic style has captured 
the attention of the media and 
left little room for the other, 
more credible contenders such 
as former Florida governor Jeb 
Bush and New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie to emerge.

Trump has a long record of 
questionable positions. He was 
part of the “birther” movement 
that questioned President Barack 
Obama’s birthplace, right down to 
the veracity of his birth certificate. 
(Only natural-born Americans are 
eligible to be president.) 

Further, a review of Trump’s 
statements, interviews and Twitter 
feed reveals a range of disparaging 
comments about leading women 
journalists, actresses and singers.

In his June speech announc-
ing his run for the presidency, he 
came out against amnesty for ille-
gal immigrants and made degrad-
ing remarks about Mexicans, 
saying that country was sending 
their worst to the United States. 

And his approval rating with 
Republican voters moved him 
into the lead.

In his book, Trump: How to Get 
Rich, he wrote, “For many years 
I’ve said that if someone screws 
you, screw them back . . . When 
someone hurts you, just go after 
them as viciously and violently as 
you can.” This is the mantra that 
underlies Trump’s approach to 
the race.

His performance during the 
first all-candidates’ debate in 
August was a classic example of 
the “Donald” style. The rest of the 
contenders gave him a wide berth, 
hoping he would self-destruct. 
Instead, he eclipsed them all with 
his incendiary views on immigra-
tion, abortion and health care.

It fell to Fox News moderator 
Megyn Kelly to challenge Trump. 
“You’ve called women you don’t 
like fat pigs, dogs, slobs and 
disgusting animals,” she said and 
went on to ask Trump whether 
such language reflected the “tem-
perament of a man we should 
elect as president.” 

Trump brushed off the ques-

tion by saying he had disparaged 
“only Rosie O’Donnell” — whom 
he had called a “slob and disgust-
ing . . . I mean both inside and 
out” during a 2006 interview on 
Entertainment Tonight. 

The next morning Trump 

retweeted a post calling Kelly a 
“bimbo”. Not satisfied with this 
rebuke, during a CNN interview 
over the following weekend, he 
said, “She gets out and starts 
asking me all sorts of ridiculous 
questions. And, you know, there 

was blood coming out of her 
eyes, blood coming out of her 
wherever.” Trump’s reference to 
Kelly’s menstruation was met 
with a Twittersphere of anger. 
Undeterred, Trump called that 
interpretation “deviant.” 

All this might be easy to dis-
miss as grandstanding by a self-
absorbed billionaire, so wealthy 
he can buy his way onto the 
Republican nomination stage. But 
Trump’s initial appeal is creating 
serious image problems for the 
GOP. 

According to a Washington 
Post/ABC News poll 71% of the 
American electorate does not sup-
port Trump. His antics are casting 
a dark cloud over a race that is 
supposed to excite and re-engage 
U.S. voters for the Republican side.

Clearly, Trump cannot be 
controlled by the Republican 
hierarchy, despite numerous 
attempts to do so. Just at a time 
when the party is trying to field a 
popular and credible candidate to 
run against Clinton, the leading 
Democratic nominee, it has to 
contend with this rogue player.

The worst Republican night-
mare would be Trump dropping 
out of the GOP nomination race 
and running as an independent 
candidate for president, funded 
by his reported US$9 billion net 
worth. All the candidates in the 
race, except Trump, have agreed 
they will not run as an indepen-
dent if they lose the nomination.

Trump seems to be purposely 
keeping that option open. If he 
does eventually run as an inde-
pendent, even for part of the 2016 
presidential campaign, he will 
bleed off far-right support for the 
Republican candidate — maybe 
enough to undermine that per-
son’s chance of winning. 

More important, a sustained 
Trump campaign could make a 
mockery out of one of the most 
important democratic contests in 
the world.
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