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T 
hanks to Pierre Karl 
Peladeau, Canada will 

remain united.
A sparkling, new object 

has entered the political 
stratosphere. The Quebec and 
national media told us this 
shining star might lead Quebec 
out of Confederation, or at least 
become a major force in the 
future of that province.

At first glance, it appeared 
that Parti Quebecois Premier 
Pauline Marois’s recruitment 
of media mogul Pierre Karl 
Peladeau was a campaign 
master stroke. At last the PQ 
was able to attract a business 
heavyweight to the sovereigntist 
cause. It helped underscore 
Marois’s determination to move 
the PQ further to the right, 
away from its social democratic 
past, in pursuit of a majority 
government.

Many in the media quickly 
made three questionable 
assumptions: Peladeau would 
easily win the riding of Saint-
Jerome. He would give the Parti 
Quebecois a real chance at win-
ning a majority. And, at 52 years 
old, he would be a successor to 
the 64-year-old Marois, a future 
premier, and possibly the leader 
of a separate Quebec nation.

Sensational and worrisome, 
but mostly fanciful speculation.

Saint-Jerome is a working 
class community 50 kilome-
tres north of Montreal. The 
Federation du Travail du 
Quebec has called Peladeau a 
“catastrophe for Quebec work-
ers” for his years of strident 
anti-union behaviour. Yet he 
was parachuted into this pro-
union riding with no personal 
history in the community.

La Belle Province isn’t Italy 
where a media tycoon like Silvio 
Berlusconi can mesmerize the 

electorate. Canada’s politi-
cal landscape is littered with 
promising, high-profile busi-
ness candidates who flamed out 
at the local ballot box (Frank 
Stronach, Peter Worthington, 
and John Tory to name a few).

Peladeau faces a David-vs.-
Goliath fight in Saint-Jerome 
with local Liberal contender 
Armand Dubois. Dubois worked 
for a one of Peladeau’s TV 
media companies and began 
his aggressive campaign by 
claiming Peladeau has a major 
conflict of interest.

PKP — as he’s known in 
Quebec — has put his Quebecor 
shares (worth an estimated $675 
million) into a blind trust. But 
Dubois says Peladeau’s power 
within the media industry in 
Quebec is still too great for him 
to run for office. “Peladeau will 
have to choose between serv-
ing his own interests and those 
of the public,” Dubois said. 
Dubois also pointed out that 
Peladeau said he will refuse to 
sell his shares even if required 
to do so by the Quebec ethics 
commissioner.

During the early stages of 
the election campaign Marois 
was careful to play down the 
possibility of a referendum on 
sovereignty if she wins a major-
ity. She wisely kept the focus on 
a fiscally responsible, central-
ist PQ government. But when 
she introduced star candidate 
Peladeau earlier this month, he 
did something that has turned 

the campaign in an unexpected 
and dangerous direction for the 
PQ. With his fist pumping the 
air, Peladeau declared, “My sup-
port of the Parti Quebecois is . . . 
to make Quebec a country.” 

From that moment on, 
whether intended by Marois or 
not, the election has become a 
referendum on whether to have 
a referendum.

The Liberals have seized on 
Peladeau’s stand and claim the 
real agenda of the PQ is now 
out in the open. If you vote PQ, 

you are voting for a separate 
Quebec. Marois has spent the 
last few weeks trying to put the 
genie back in the bottle to no 
avail.

Four recent polls all show a 
PQ majority is now in doubt. 
Two weeks after Peladeau’s 
call for a separate Quebec, a 
Forum Research poll showed 
the Liberals moved from a 
distant second to lead the race 
with 45% support compared to 
the PQ’s 32% — enough for a 
Liberal majority. The other two 

parties, the CAQ and Quebec 
Solidaire lag far behind.

In a Leger Marketing survey 
that asked how respondents 
would vote in a referendum, 
59% said they would vote 
against sovereignty. Only 29% 
said a PQ win would give them a 
mandate to hold a referendum. 
Nearly 70% said they wanted to 
hear less about sovereignty and 
the secular charter and more 
about the economy and health 
care.

All this has forced Marois 

onto the defensive. She tried to 
dial down the separation issue 
during the first leaders’ debate 
by saying “no referendum until 
Quebecers are ready”. Liberal 
Leader Philippe Couillard 
kept the sovereignty issue on 
the table by cautioning voters 
against the perils of leaving 
Canada.

Peladeau has been heralded 
by the media as a game changer. 
He is proving to be just that, 
but not in a way that the Parti 
Quebecois or Marois intended.

If elected, would Peladeau 
make an attractive and endur-
ing politician, one who has the 
political smarts and staying 
power to lead his party, his 
province and maybe a separate 
Quebec?

Bob Rae put it well recently 
when he wrote, “To be an effec-
tive politician is not easy. It 
requires a sense of humour, a 
thick skin, patience and more 
than a touch of guile. To do it 
well — and democratically — 
needs great discipline, an abil-
ity to listen and a willingness 
to accept a harness of public 
scrutiny and irreverence that is 
all-encompassing.” 

Peladeau is ambitious, tena-
cious, short-tempered and a 
control freak. He’s a shrewd 
entrepreneur who inherited his 
father’s media empire and made 
it much bigger.

But are these the qualities of 
an enduring political leader? 
Not in my experience. And not 
from the way Peladeau has con-
ducted himself so far.

And for the sake of a united 
Canada, I’m grateful.

— r. michael Warren is a former 
corporate director, ontario deputy 

minister,  TTC chief general manager 
and Canada Post CEo.  
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