
When the McGuinty Liber-
als introduced the

Green Energy Act in late 2009,
they were in a hurry to show
results. They pushed a corporate
business model that favours
large industrial wind farms to
quickly expand wind energy
across the province. 

The corporate model has
achieved some impressive
results. In three years, more
than 2,000 megawatts (MW) of
clean, renewable wind power
has been connected to
Ontario’s power grid — enough
to power one million homes.
Another 2,000 MW are to come
into service by early 2014. 

Every 1,000 MW of additional
wind energy represents about
$2.5 billion in new investment
and thousands of new jobs.
Wind now represents about
4.5% of the province’s power
generation capability. 

But the Liberals have paid a
high political price for relying
almost entirely on Big Wind to
achieve this green energy out-
come.

Ten of the 18 seats lost by the
Liberals in the 2011 election
were in rural ridings targeted
by strong anti-wind coalitions.
They made the election in
those ridings a referendum
about halting intrusive corpo-
rate wind farms and restoring
the ability of local councils to
intervene.

Much of this rural outrage
flows from the way the Liberals
applied the corporate business
model. Fearing widespread
local NIMBY (not in my back
yard) resistance, they stripped
municipalities of their power to
regulate wind projects. As long
as developers “consulted” with
local government, complied
with provincial setback and
environmental requirements,
and gained grid access, they
could override local concerns.

At the core of the rural resist-
ance is the intrusiveness of the
turbines themselves. Hundreds
of acres of 80-metre-high tur-
bines, with 50-m rotating
blades, are a major visual

encroachment on any rural
landscape. They can transform
idyllic country settings into
industrial power zones. 

If the economic benefits
from these wind farms reached
everyone affected, there would
be much less opposition. But
the benefit is limited mainly to
landowners who agree to have
turbines on their property.
They enjoy lucrative 20-year
income streams. Neighbours
who didn’t lease their land for
a turbine have to endure the
visual intrusion and other
impacts without any compen-
sation.  

The shareholders of the cor-
porations that build and own
wind farms are the only other
major winners. They’re absen-
tee owners, far removed from
the local consequences of their
mega-projects. 

Lacking the power to control
these projects, local municipal-
ities have nothing to bargain
with on behalf of their ratepay-
ers. They might receive some
“community vibrancy funds”
from the developer and a little
extra tax revenue, but no signif-
icant ongoing financial benefit.
Little wonder municipalities
often side with the majority of
ratepayers who suffer the con-
sequences of these develop-
ments while enjoying none of
the benefits.

Despite the wind energy

industry’s claims to the con-
trary, the current corporate
model isn’t serving the broader
interests of many communities.
The province hasn’t promoted
its more community-friendly
business model, the Commu-
nity Energy Partnerships Pro-
gram, which assists co-opera-
tives financially in setting up
power projects. Nor has it tried
to reform its corporate model. 

That’s left the victims of
industrial wind farms with no
other option but to oppose
wind power itself, and to
advance anti-wind arguments
that are often hard to substanti-
ate.  

Some claim that proximity to
turbines causes health prob-
lems. No doubt, they can cause
emotional distress for nearby
residents. Yet most of the
health impact claims come
from those who live close to
turbines, but aren’t enjoying
turbine lease income.
Landowners with turbine
income rarely complain about
health effects.

The same is true with prop-
erty devaluation. A growing
number of landowners who live
in or around wind farms claim
their home values have plum-
meted. Friends of Wind Power
acknowledges there are iso-
lated instances. But overall, it
claims there’s no widespread
negative impact of wind farms
on property values.

Again, you don’t hear those
with turbines complaining.
Their land values have likely
increased with the addition of
long-term lease income. 

Wind Concerns Ontario, a
large coalition of anti-wind
individuals and citizen groups,
is clear about what it wants
from Queen’s Park: no new
project approvals, cancel all
approved projects waiting to go
online and “compensation for
the impact of turbine opera-
tions on neighbours.”

Up until the last election, the
Liberals were indifferent to the
shortcomings of their corpo-
rate wind energy business
model. But they seem to have

the
mes-
sage
now. 

During
the Liberal
leadership race,
Kathleen Wynne
promised to
“Increase municipal
autonomy and local
control on the siting of
green energy infrastructure.”
Now premier, her recent
throne speech maintained
local populations have to be
included “if there is going to be
a . . . wind plant . . . in their
hometown. Because our econ-
omy can benefit from these
things, but only if they have
willing hosts.”

How Wynne intends to fulfill
the promise of only “willing
host” wind communities isn’t
clear. Also, it’s doubtful she will
cancel the 2,000 MW of
approved projects waiting to go
online. The legal and financial
consequences are prohibitive.
And paying compensation for
alleged property devaluation
is another expensive slip-
pery slope. 

Wynne is more likely to
put a moratorium on all
new wind project appli-
cations. This would buy
the time needed to
assess the damage,
craft overdue reforms
to the current corpo-
rate model and
strengthen the
appeal of the Com-
munity Energy Partnership
model. 

Reforming Ontario’s wind
energy program won’t be easy.
But that’s what’s needed if the
Liberals are to regain some of
the rural political support
they’ve blown away.
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BY THE NUMBERS
2,000: Megawatts of wind power
added to Ontario electrical grid in
three years.

2014: Another 2,000 MW to come
into service.

1 million: Homes 2,000 MW can
power

$2.5 billion: New investment in
every 1,000 MW of wind energy

Seeking more favourable winds


