
PM told ministers to stay out of 
provincial election campaigns 

Article rank 3 Oct 2011 The Sun Times 

Editor: 
Larry Miller is a skilful retail politician. He rarely misses an opportunity to weigh in on 

local issues — whether they are in his jurisdiction or not. 
And, I admit that I often agree with his views. 
But in his letter to the editor “Warren guilty of doing exactly what he accused federal 

ministers of doing” he misses the point. 
I’m not the one who told federal MPs and cabinet ministers to stay out of provincial 

elections. 
It was Miller’s l eader, The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, who told them, in an 

August memo, to stay out of the five provincial elections that are underway this month 
across Canada. 

When this Prime Minister sends a memo, given his controlling management style, I 
assume that he is serious and that his MPs and ministers will act accordingly. Not so far. 
Conservatives ministers have injected themselves into the Ontario election campaign in 
this riding and others across the province. 

Finance Minister Flaherty’s recent endorsement of Tim Hudak ( surprise, surprise) is 
the l atest example. Miller ’s letter to this paper flies in the face of his leader’s 
instructions. 

I have never said that politicians at all levels should stay out of other elections. 
I am calling the Conservatives on their double-talk. Stephen Harper says stay out, 

chuckles to himself, and everyone including Miller jumps into this election with both feet. 
The Conservative position is made even more confusing by Miller ’s l ocal candidate. 

He took great exception to Owen Sound Mayor Deb Haswell’s i mplied endorsement of 
the Liberals. Why? And this is hard to believe. Because she supports the Liberal promise 
to upload court security costs — a long standing city position. 

The Conservative candidate went on to tell the mayor that she should “stay neutral” 
in this election. You Conservatives have to make up your collective minds. Are elected 
officials supposed to stay neutral, or play politics like our local member? 

Is this a case of Harper saying one thing to impress us with his non-interference 
stance, but looking the other way in practice? Looks like it to me. 

Also, there is a big difference between federal cabinet ministers and mayors or 
opposition MP’s supporting provincial candidates. 

Conservative cabinet ministers can, by their very presence, imply future federal 
favours for a provincial riding that elects a Conservative in a provincial election. Miller’s 
attempt to say that the impact of mayors and opposition MPs on a local campaign is the 
same is misleading at best. 

Miller concludes his letter by saying “when you aren’t consistent i n your actions or 
your words you lose all credibility.” 

I agree with that sentiment. So, how does he explain the growing inconsistency 
between the cautionary words i n the Prime Minister’s memo, and the subsequent 
actions of his MPs and campaigning cabinet ministers? 

Who has the least credibility in all this: Stephen Harper, his cabinet ministers, or our 
local MP? 
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