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When the provincial Pro-
gressive Conservative

candidate knocks on your door
this month here are some ques-
tions to ask about his or her plat-
form and party leader Tim
Hudak.

What is Hudak’s vision for
Ontario? It is difficult to find.
Many of his campaign promises
simply embroider around the
edges of Dalton McGuinty’s
Ontario. 

On the big issues such as edu-
cation, health care and public
safety, the Conservatives have
basically endorsed the Liberal
agenda. As the right-wing
columnist Christina Blizzard, put
it recently, “Frankly, the Tory
platform is so close to the Liberal
one, you’d swear they were using
the same scriptwriter.”

Hudak says it’s time for a
change. But he proposes no
change to the basic direction of
the province — it’s just time to
change premiers. 

What services will be cut to fill
the multi-billion dollar hole in
the “Changebook”?

The Conservative platform
doesn’t add up. Critics claim it
contains a revenue shortfall of
$14 billion, which Hudak would
have to fill over the next four
years. Even if the shortfall is only
half this amount it’s worrisome.

Hudak says he is not going to
raise taxes. That leaves only one
option: huge cuts to services to
meet his deficit targets. What
specific cuts does he have in
mind? 

Let’s hope they aren’t the
“slash and burn” variety that his
political ally, Toronto Mayor
Ford, is now being forced to
make — after his campaign
promise of no service reduc-
tions.

How will Hudak contain our
health care spending and get
better outcomes? Ontario’s
economy is expected to grow by
less than 3% this year. But our
health care costs, which now
exceed 50% of provincial spend-
ing, are rising by over 7% annu-
ally. This is unsustainable. 

Hudak doesn’t recognize the
seriousness of this issue. Doing

away with the LHINs, which
bring funding decisions closer to
the community level, is a false
economy. Centralized, cookie-
cutter funding from Queens Park
was expensive and didn’t work.

What is Hudak’s Jobs pro-

gram? Job creation is vitally
important. But the Conserva-
tive program is a collection of
“old economy” strategies: cut
red tape and regulations, lower
business tax rates and support
small business. There is noth-

ing new here.
How will Hudak keep Ontario

competitive in a sinking global
economy? How does he plan to
lead us through another reces-
sion? To survive economically
we need to expand exports,

improve productivity and pro-
mote innovation. Does Hudak
even understand that 40% of
Ontario’s economy depends on
international trade?

What is Hudak’s position on
helping new Canadians find
jobs? As immigration critic,
Hudak tabled a private members
bill that would have forced the
regulated professions to make
training material and informa-
tion available to immigrants. At
the time he said “[We need]
practical and affordable meas-
ures to help new Canadians find
employment and create jobs.”

Now he is criticizing McGuinty
for helping new Canadians. And
Hudak has labelled them as “for-
eigners.” Aside from the ugliness
of this deliberately divisive us-
versus-them wedge tactic —
does Hudak believe in special
programs to help new Canadians
find jobs — or not?

What will Hudak do to protect
human rights? To win the leader-
ship race two years ago Hudak
agreed to dismantle the Ontario
Human Rights Commission.
When that proved unpopular he
changed his position. He now
promises to change the Com-
mission’s role. What changes
does he have in mind? How will
they strengthen human rights? 

How does Hudak plan to help
cities? Aside from a vague prom-
ise to give more towns’ access to
the gas tax, Hudak offers nothing
to the overburdened municipal
ratepayer. Hudak has refused to
honour the deal to remove wel-
fare and court costs from munic-
ipalities. 

The Liberals have already
lifted $1 billion of the Harris pro-
gram downloads. Both the Liber-
als and NDP are committed to
uploading the remaining $500
million for social services and
court costs. These services don’t
belong on the backs of the prop-
erty tax base. And, getting rid of
the Eco Tax means loading the
cost of keeping toxic materials
out of landfills onto municipali-
ties. 

Is Hudak dealing with the
renewable energy facts? Hudak
has repeatedly said that
McGuinty’s renewable energy

programs are driving up hydro
rates. He says he will end the
Ontario Feed-in Tariff (FIT) pro-
gram and cancel the Samsung
deal.

But a Pembina Institute study
says “the relatively high prices
paid for wind, solar and biogas
under FIT is being blamed
unfairly for rising power costs.”
They represent “about $2 a
month on the typical consumer
hydro bill.” 

And, the Samsung deal is
already creating jobs. The com-
pany is investing $7 billon in
new plants to manufacture and
export solar panels and wind
turbines, and to produce green
energy here in Ontario. So what’s
the problem?

Yes, McGuinty needs to make
renewable energy more attrac-
tive and locally embraced. He
should outline his reforms and
force Hudak to debate the neces-
sary changes instead of the legit-
imacy of green energy.

What does Hudak propose to
reduce gridlock? Billions of dol-
lars in productivity is being lost
because of traffic congestion.
Hudak’s response? It’s a lazy lift
from Toronto Mayor Ford’s ques-
tionable mantra: “We will stop
the war on cars.” 

There has indeed been a war.
It has been a war of neglect of
transit. The Liberals have been
investing heavily in regional
transit solutions. The recent $6-
billion commitment for two-
way-all-day GO service will help
to lure people out of their cars
and into transit in the 905
region.

If the Conservatives wish to
replace the Liberals they have to
be much clearer about what they
stand for. Change for change’s
sake is losing its political lustre.
Hudak has to go off script and
show us that he has a plan – and
that he can answer the tough
questions.
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